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Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

This is a Freedom of Information Act request pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 ff and implementing regulations for the following records (please note the use of the word “independent” in the following records descriptions means separate from and without exclusive reliance on any research or conclusions of the U.S. Navy): 
1. All permits, including special use and/or temporary permits issued to the U.S. Navy for electronic weapons exercises in any and all national forests in Region 6 from 2010 to the present, including but not limited to the permit(s) described in the September, 2014,  USDA Forest Service Pacific Northwest Electronic Warfare Range Environmental Assessment  http://go.usa.gov/785z , and also described by the Forest Service district ranger in public meetings held November 6, 2014 in Port Angeles, Washington, e.g., http://vimeo.com/111290061 .
2.  Copies of all applications for permits in #1 above, including all supplemental and/or appended materials;
3.  All communications, including but not limited to records of discussions, plans, and proposals, between the U.S. Navy and the Forest Service regarding the permits in # 1 above, including but not limited to records discussing monitoring, fire protection and control, public health and safety, recreation, wildlife, and other issues as required by the 1988 Master Agreement Between Department of Defense and Department of Agriculture Concerning the Use Of National Forest System Lands for Military Activity, September 30, 1988.
4.  All records describing and/or including U.S. Forest Service independent examination, investigation, research, or other independent inquiry into the possible impacts of the proposed Navy activities on National Forest lands described in the EA referenced in #1 above, including but not limited to impacts of aircraft noise, jet fuel emissions, jet fuel aerial dumping, and aircraft electromagnetic radiation emissions involved in low flying aircraft conducting more than eleven training events per day and thousands of  events per year over national forests and surrounding lands.
5.  All records describing and/or including U.S. Forest Service independent examination, research, and plans for responding to aircraft crashes in or near the national forest resulting from the activities in #1 above, including but not limited to planning, preparation, and liability for fires ensuing from such crashes.

6.  All records describing and/or including U.S. Forest Service independent examination, investigation, research or other independent inquiry into the need to include use of airspace over the national forest use described in # 1 above in an environmental assessment and/or environmental impact statement.
7.  All records describing and/or including U.S. Forest Service independent examination, investigation, research or other independent inquiry into how the Navy use described in #1 above conforms with applicable forest management plans and whether the Department of Defense has substantiated “that lands under its administration are unsuitable or unavailable,” as required by the 1988 Master Agreement cited in #3 above.
Fee Waiver Request
 
I request a fee waiver because the requested documents concern the operations of the U.S. government, in particular the U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Navy, and disclosure will contribute to significant public understanding of those operations.  As references to the public meeting in #1 above demonstrate, the records requested are of intense public interest and have no commercial value to me.  
In addition, because my own home and property are surrounded by national forest, and because the only way to get to town or anywhere else from my property is to drive through many miles of national forest, I have an intense personal interest in any potentially hazardous activity in or over national forest lands.  Because war and war training are by nature potentially and actually hazardous, any military use of the national forest presents a potential and actual threat to the well-being of my family, myself, my livestock, my produce, my visitors, and my home, and the records requested are necessary to evaluate that threat.
 Because the Forest Service has extended the public comment period on the EA to November 28, the requested records will be relevant to my own and others' comments on the EA.
Sincerely,
(Citizen’s name)
